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Ms. Michelle Arsenault, Advisory Committee Specialist 

National Organic Standards Board 

USDA–AMS–NOP 

1400 Independence Ave., SW., 

Room 2642-S., Mail Stop 0268 

Washington, DC 20250–0268 

 

Submitted via Regulations.gov. 

RE: Docket # AMS-NOP-19-0038 

National Organic Standards Board Crops Subcommittee Petitioned Material 

Discussion Document Paper (Plant Pots and Other Crop Production Aids) 

Dear NOSB Members: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Discussion on Paper (Plant pots and 

other crop production aids). MOSA certifies approximately 2150 organic operations throughout 

the United States, including about 500 vegetable and transplant growers. Many of these certified 

operations use paper production aids and would be negatively impacted by a requirement to 

discontinue use in organic production. We appreciate the NOP withdrawal of the phase-out 

requirement which allows business to continue as usual while the details are coming together.  

MOSA is supportive of option A “virgin or recycled paper, without colored or glossy inks” (or 

similar language) as an addition to the National List as a crop production aid. We appreciate the 

expansion of the paper production aid category to include other applications of paper beyond 

paper pots. In addition to the current listings for paper, we support the general listing of paper 

as a crop production aid, rather than individually listing specific uses. If any particular 

ingredients or processing methods are of concern, those could be spelled out in annotation 

language.  

Regarding the NOSB’s questions, we have very little input. Paper pot and other production aid 

manufacturers are better suited to answer technical questions. We’ll comment anecdotally.  

We do not have an opinion on synthetic polymer content. Whatever synthetic polymers and 

fibers have been included in paper pots that have been allowed seems to be reasonable - we 

don’t see trash or refuse in the fields nor do clients comment about having to remove paper from 

their transplant pots that just isn’t breaking down. We see cardboard remnants often, which 

seems somewhat noteworthy, but they too break down over time. We think of all the different 

paper products we see as generally biodegradable and have no concerns about the 

biodegradability of paper pots either.  

https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=AMS_FRDOC_0001-1862
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/CSPaperPotsDDFall2019.pdf
https://www.ams.usda.gov/sites/default/files/media/CSPaperPotsDDFall2019.pdf


Our inspectors do not comment about the remnants of paper pots, however, they sometimes do 

comment about the remnants of synthetic plastic mulch. The use and overuse of plastic is a 

much greater concern to us overall. Biodegradable biobased mulch film is a good example of 

how developing regulations made the desired outcome impossible. We think we’d rather see 

biodegradable plastic over regular plastic use in many cases, but we are all aware that there are 

no products on the market that can meet the standards set by the regulations, and so we’ve 

promoted the use of synthetic plastic mulch by creating a standard for biodegradable synthetic 

mulch no manufacturer can meet.  

So, wiser from our experience with plastic mulch, we encourage the NOSB to develop an 

attainable standard for manufacturers, and likewise, we encourage manufacturers to comment 

regarding the practicality of the standards proposed. We feel that any standard applied to paper 

pots would need to apply to all paper products in use on organic operations. As such, we ask the 

NOSB to finalize a reasonable standard for paper pots that is applicable to all paper products in 

use on organic operations.  

Thank you for your continued work on this topic.  

Respectfully submitted,  

The MOSA Certification Team  


