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ORGANIC FACT SHEET

QUICK FACTS

« Wild crops can be certified organic.

¢ Land, where wild crops will be har-
vested, must have no prohibited sub-
stances applied for 36 months prior
to harvest.

¢ Only minimal cultivation and agricul-
tural management is allowed.

* Production and harvesting practices
must be sustainable.

MOSA Certified Organic
122 W. Jefferson St.,
Viroqua, W1 54665
phone: 844-637-2526
fax: 608-492-0470

CONTACT mosa(@mosaorganic.org
VISIT mosaorganic.org

CERTIFICATION

WHAT IS A WILD CROP?

Any plant or portion of a plant that is collected or harvested from a site that is not
maintained under cultivation or other agricultural management. Eligible species
can be plant or other non-animal species, such as mushrooms, kelp, seaweed, herbs,
ramps, wild blueberries, raspberries, ginseng, and watercress.

WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR CERTIFYING A WILD
CROP?

1. Land where wild crops will be harvested must be eligible for organic certification
with no prohibited substances applied for 36-months prior to harvest.

2. Areas of wild crop harvest must not be maintained under cultivation or other
agricultural management. Minimal agricultural practices are allowed, such as:

«  Re-seeding from and pruning existing plants, as needed;

- Removal of non-native species;

«  Sustainable harvesting of the wild crops may be employed and, in some cases,
even required, to support the long-term viability of the habitat;

«  Burning in a prairie or oak woodlands may be allowed.

« Individual circumstances will be considered, given adequate description.

These management practices are not allowed for wild cropped land (though may
be allowed for organic crop certification):

. Irrigation;

«  Use of inputs such as fertilizers or pest control;

+ Introducing new plants;

«  Any form of tillage;

+  Routine mowing;

«  Reseeding (other than with seeds collected from the wild crop);
«  Grazing domestic animals.

Products harvested from an area slated for clearing or clearcutting that are not
shown as necessary to improve the natural resources or are detrimental to the natu-
ral resource management of that area, cannot be certified as organic as a wild crop
or a crop.

3. Production and harvesting practices must be sustainable:
You must demonstrate the ability to maintain or improve the natural resources of
the wild crop area, and harvesting techniques must show that the species part (root,

holdfast, mycelial thread, rhizoid, stolen) can be sustainably harvested.
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WHAT DO | NEED TO SUBMIT FOR WILD CROP

ORGANIC CERTIFICATION WITH MOSA?

«  Organic System Plans: Farm Organic System Plan and Wild
Crop Organic System Plan;

«  Field History information: Current Year Field Plan, 3-Year
Field History (for land under your management), and/or the
Prior Land Use Declaration (for land under another person’s
management);

«  Maps: all wild crop areas need to be shown on a map along
with adjoining land use, boundaries and buffer zone areas.
Maps could be from Farm Service Agency, Google Maps, or
your county’s Land Information Office

«  Otherinformation deemed necessary will be requested upon
initial review of your application.

COMMON QUESTIONS:

Q: What about my hay field - | mow the field once then let it grow
naturally and want to collect various flowers and herbs. Are the
flowers and herbs considered a wild crop?

A: No, because mowing to harvest hay is an agricultural manage-
ment practice. However, hay and the flowers/herbs harvested are
eligible for certification as a crop.

Q: Is my maple syrup a wild crop?.

A: MOSA does not consider maple syrup a wild crop. Maple sap
collection and the syrup made from it are considered eligible
for crop certification. Use MOSA's Farm Organic System Plan and
Maple Syrup Organic System Plan to apply for certification.

Q: My neighbors let me harvest from their woods, can | certify it
for wild cropping under my certification?

A: Potentially. Woodland must meet land eligibility requirements
and be verified with field history information. Have your neigh-
bors complete the Prior Land Use Declaration (PLUD) form, and
submit it with your application materials.

Q: Is wild cropland inspected each year?

A: Yes, as part of your annual on-site inspection. All land and
boundaries are viewed, and records of production/management,
harvest, and sale are reviewed.

THE NATIONAL ORGANIC STANDARDS

*The National Organic Standards (NOS) 205.207: Wild-Crop Har-
vesting Practice Standard

(a) A wild crop that is intended to be sold, labeled, or represented
as organic must be harvested from a designated area that has
had no prohibited substance, as set forth in 205.105, applied to it
for a period of 3 years immediately preceding the harvest of the
wild crop.

(b) A wild crop must be harvested in a manner that ensures that
such harvesting or gathering will not be destructive to the envi-
ronment and will sustain the growth and production of the wild
crop.

RESOURCES:
* National Organic Program guidance document 5022: Wild Crop Har-
vesting

https://www.ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic/handbook/5022
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