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ORGANIC FACT SHEET

 

QUICK FACTS 
•	 Daily outdoor access is required.

•	 Cages are prohibited, and there are spe-
cific indoor & outdoor spacing require-
ments.

•	 Feed must consist of organic, natural and 
approved synthetic ingredients.

•	 Preventive health care practices are re-
quired.

•	 Slaughter must happen in a certified or-
ganic facility.

AN INTRODUCTION TO 
ORGANIC POULTRY
CERTIFICATION

INTRODUCTION - A GROWING ORGANIC MARKET
The global organic eggs market was $3.4 billion in 2020, and is estimated to reach 
$11.2 billion by 2030. The global organic chicken market is expected to grow 13.8% 
from 2024 to 2030 to reach $9.3 billion by 2030. Consumers continue to look for and 
buy products labeled as USDA Organic.

This rapid growth in organic poultry sales is a great opportunity for farmers looking 
for new markets. To raise and sell organic meat and eggs, you must get certified to 
the USDA National Organic Standards.  MOSA Certified Organic has certified hun-
dreds of poultry operations in the United States since 1999.  We can help you under-
stand the organic requirements and help you reach your certification goal. MOSA is 
your partner in organic success!

ORGANIC POULTRY - ORIGIN OF LIVESTOCK
Chicks, poults, ducklings and all other poultry must be raised organically from the 
second day of life. This allows for the purchase of conventional baby birds from most 
commercial hatcheries. Starting on the second day of life, you must feed them certi-
fied organic feed and manage them according to the National Organic Standards. 
Pullets, and any older bird, must be purchased from a certified organic source if in-
tended for organic production.

FEED
All agricultural ingredients of poultry feed must be certified organic. Three synthetic 
materials are allowed: DL-methionine, vitamins and minerals. DL-Methionine, an es-
sential amino acid, has strict total amount limitations over the lifespan of the birds, 
per ton of feed:
•	 Laying Hens - 2 pounds 
•	 Broilers -  2.5 pounds
•	 All other Poultry - 3.0 pounds

LIVING CONDITIONS
Year round living conditions must accommodate the natural behaviors of poultry 
including: shade, shelter, exercise areas, fresh air, direct sunlight, clean water, materi-
als for dust bathing and adequate outside space. Continuous total confinement of 
any poultry indoors is prohibited. Indoor housing must be sufficiently spacious to 
allow all birds to move freely, stretch both wings simultaneously, stand normally and 
engage in natural behaviors. 

Producers must monitor ammonia levels at least weekly, and measurements must 
be taken at the height of the birds’ heads. Levels must be kept below 20 ppm and 
cannot exceed 25 ppm. Monitoring plans are required. 
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LIVING CONDITIONS - STOCKING DENSITIES
Recent updates to the National Organic Standards set maxi-
mum indoor densities for organic chickens (only chickens; 
not other avian species), which vary depending on the type of 
production and stage of life. Indoor calculations may be done 
two ways:

Include all flat areas available to the birds, excluding the in-
side square footage of the nest boxes. Flat top areas of nesting 
boxes may be included. 

Include enclosed porches and other structures as long as all 
birds always have access to the space, including during tem-
porary confinement. 

Indoors for layers = 
•	 Mobile housing = 4.5 lbs/sq ft or 1.5 sq ft/bird
•	 Aviary housing = 4.5 lbs/sq ft or 1.5 sq ft/bird
•	 Slatted/mesh floor = 3.75 lbs/sq ft or 1.8 sq ft/bird
•	 Floor litter housing = 3 lbs/sq ft or 2.2 sq ft/bird
•	 Other housing = 2.25 lbs/sq ft or 3 sq ft/bird

Indoors for pullets = 3 lbs/sq ft or 1.7 sq ft/bird

Indoors for broilers = 5 lbs/sq ft or 2 sq ft/bird

Maximum outdoor densities for organic chickens (not other 
species), vary depending on the type of production and stage 
of life. Calculations may be done two ways.
•	 Outdoors for layers = 2.25 lbs/sq ft or 3 sq ft/bird
•	 Outdoors for pullets = 3 lbs/sq ft or 1.7 sq ft/bird
•	 Outdoors for broilers = 5 lbs/sq ft or 2 sq ft/bird

Laying hens require at least 6” of perch space per bird, which 
may include the alighting rail in front of next boxes. All layers 
must be able to perch at the same time, except for those in avi-
ary housing, where 55 percent of layers must be able to perch 
at the same time. Floors in slatted/mesh floor housing cannot 
be counted as perch space.

OUTDOOR ACCESS REQUIREMENTS
Exit door spacing must be accessible and allow for use by all 
birds on a daily basis. One linear foot of exit door is required 
for every 360 birds. The land used for outdoor access must be 
managed organically. To be certifiable, that land must be free 
of prohibited materials, such as conventional fertilizers and 
pesticides, for 36 months. Once certified, never allow organic 
animals to access land that is not certified as organic. All new 
land must be inspected and approved before use as pasture or 
outdoor access.

Access to outdoors, and door spacing for all poultry, must en-
courage access for all birds on a daily basis. Access must be 
provided at a young age to train birds to go outside. Outdoor 
access space must be 75% soil and include vegetative cover as 
appropriate for the season, climate, location, type of poultry, 
and stage of production. Access to shade must be provided 
and can include structures, trees, and other objects. Outdoor 
space may include structures which are not enclosed (roof + 
no walls; not a screened in porch) and allow birds to freely ac-
cess outdoor space with soil.

POULTRY HEALTH CARE
Generally speaking, most natural inputs are allowed, and most 
synthetic inputs are prohibited, but there are exceptions for 

both. Synthetic materials that are allowed for use in livestock 
organic production are generically listed in section 205.603 of 
the Organic Standards, also referred to as the National List 
of Allowed and Prohibited Substances. Never use a new in-
put without first contacting MOSA to verify if it is allowed for 
organic use. Three key pieces of information will help MOSA 
staff review your input: a copy of the label or exact name of 
the input, manufacturer information or contact person, and 
your requested use.

Some examples of inputs that are prohibited in organic pro-
duction are all antibiotics, most feed additives, hormones, 
and most synthetic parasiticides. Vaccines are considered 
preventative health inputs and are allowed. 

Beak trimming is allowed if done before 10 days of age. Other, 
identified alterations (such as debeaking, desnooding, capon-
ization) are prohibited.

TRANSPORT & SLAUGHTER
For organic meat birds, transport must be humane and pre-
vent contamination. Slaughter must happen in a certified 
organic facility. On-farm slaughter can be certified if organic 
handling and other state meat processing regulations are met.

RECORDKEEPING REQUIREMENTS
The National Organic Standards require that operations 
maintain records regarding their organic production. Some 
examples include, but are not limited to: livestock lists, live-
stock identification systems, all rations and ration changes, 
synthetic DL-methionine levels, growth records, temporary 
confinement, medical treatments, inputs, and ammonia re-
cords. If you are unsure of where to start, contact MOSA for 
templates or recordkeeping suggestions.

READY TO CERTIFY?
MOSA has created Poultry specific application forms to sim-
plify the  process for you. You can apply, and manage all of 
your forms and account information online, through our se-
cure MyMOSA portal, or if you prefer, you can choose paper 
forms and communications. Contact MOSA to get started 
with your application! We’re here to help.

RESOURCES: 
Organic Livestock and Poultry Standards:  https://www.
ams.usda.gov/rules-regulations/organic-livestock-and-poultry-
standards
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